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SoCiety for ModeliNg aNd 
SiMulatioN upCoMiNg eveNtS:

SCS Powerplant  
Simulation Conference 
(PowerplantSim)  
Tampa International Plaza 
Hotel, Tampa, FL:  
Jan. 28-Feb. 1, 2013
The 2013 Power Plant Simulation 
Conference (PowerPlantSim) is an 
annual conference sponsored by The 
Society for Modeling and Simulation 
International. This conference 
focuses on the special needs of 
the nuclear and fossil power plant 
simulation community and includes 
presentations by technology and 
industry leaders, technical sessions, 
panel and roundtable discussions, 
and vendor exhibits. The primary 
goal of the conference is to promote 
open exchange of simulator related 
information between all attendees.  
For more information, access: 
http://scs.org/powerplant

SCS Spring Simulation 
Multi-Conference  
(SpringSim)  
Bahia Resort, San Diego, CA: 
April 7-10, 2013.
The 2013 Spring Simulation Multi-
Conference (SpringSim) is an annual 
conference which covers state-of-
the-art developments in computer 
simulation technologies, as well 

the philoSophiCal Side of  
SiMulatioN

For the fifth time, the conference on 
Epistemological Perspectives on Simulation 
(EPOS) was conducted on October 10-12, 
2012, at Trinity University in San Antonio, TX. 
For the first time the conference was held 
outside of Europe. The idea was to bring 
researchers together that are working on 
common issues of Modeling and Simulation 
(M&S), Methodology, and Philosophy of 
Science and highlight their insights when 
looking at the challenges from different angles. 

The resulting mix of experts lead to many 
very fruitful discussions, focusing on the two 
central questions on how we understand 
better what we believe is true (ontological 
perspectives), and how we understand 
better how we can use M&S to gain new 
insight and knowledge and conduct scientific 
efforts (epistemological perspectives). Several 
presentations also touched the idea of 
how to apply the knowledge (teleological 
perspectives). The conference highlighted 
the need to better understand the core 
foundations of M&S to address the questions 

of high importance for all application domains. 

Shu-Heng Chen from AI-ECON Research 
Center, Department of Economics, National 
Chengchi University, Taipei, Taiwan, and 
Andreas Tolk, Old Dominion University, 
Virginia, USA, delivered the keynote 
presentations. Despite the focus on 
theoretical contributions in its core - such 
as understanding the difference between 
traditional methodologies in its description 
of reality and simulation, or the role of theory 
building, experiments, and simulation within 
science - the results have significant practical; 
implications regarding questions like validity 
and validability of simulation systems, or 
when the application of simulation is superior 
to alternative approaches. 

EPOS is conducted every other year, but 
we hope to get some inputs presented 
in upcoming SCS sponsored activities and 
eventually on a closer relationship between 
EPOS and SCS.

-This news item is contributed by Andreas Tolk.

 

http://scs.org/powerplant


the 58th New SiMulatioN viewpoiNt aNd  
developMeNt SeMiNar iN ChiNa

The 58th New Viewpoint and Neodoxy Salon was held by Chinese 
Association for Science and Technology (CAST) and Chinese 
Association for System Simulation (CASS), on October 15-16, 2011 
in Lijiang, Yunnan Province, China. 

The Salon discussed the topic of ‘Puzzles and Thinking of Complex 
System M&S’, which is extended to three sub-topics: the impact of 
Complex System M&S to M&S theories, M&S methods of Complex 
System, key technologies of Complex System M&S etc.

Six experts from Tsinghua Univ., Shanghai Univ., Beihang Univ. and 
Beijing Simulation Center gave keynote speeches. Then delegates 
communicated and discussed with the presented Complex System 
M&S topics.

Delegates have gotten farther cognition-based the analog theory, 
to fuse neatly theories and technologies including multi-agent, 
cell automata, complex networks, qualitative/quantitative hybrid 
system and system science is an effective approach to research on 
complex system M&S.

If you are interested in more information about the Salon meeting 
this year or the information of the meeting in 2013, please contact 
Professor Bohu Li at bohuli@moon.bjnet.edu.cn. 

-This news item is contributed by BoHu Li.
 
what iS the aBM Model that you would MoSt 

like to See repliCated?

Recently, CoMSES 
Net (www.openabm.
org) invited Members 
and Affiliates to vote 
for the nominated 
models they would 
most like to see 
replicated in order 
to encourage their 
Model Recovery and 
Replication Drive. 

Torsten Hagerstrand’s 1965 Spatial Innovation Diffusion Model 
was voted the winner by the CoMSES community. The model 
was described as the “Earliest known calibrated and validated 
simulation with implicit ‘agent based’ methodology.” As the winner 
of this contest, the model has been replicated in Netlogo and 
posted to the model library.  
It can be viewed and tested at:  
www.openabm.org/model/3163/version/1/view .

-This news item is contributed by Frederic Amblard.
 

give My data BaCk!

John Brian Hennessy is working on mobile intelligent applications 
aiming to analyze the data of individuals and model their “self” and 
give it back to them. AH-HA and FLO are the two applications 
which record users’ behavioral data such as walk, talk, play and 
etc to analyze them.

More information is at:  
http://imonad.wordpress.com/2010/01/25/self-data-ownership-
how-it-relates-seeing-living-our-life-purpose/

-This news item is contributed by Omid Roozmand.
 

CoMputatioNal 
aSSuMptioN 
proveN faulty aS 

evolutioNary BaSiS

One of the primary 
methods used in hundreds 
of research papers relating 
eye pigment and the 
evolution of eye pigment 
has been seriously brought 

into question by Shozo Yokoyama, a vision researcher at Emory 
University, in a paper published in the November issue of the 
journal BioScience that was reviewed at the Eureka Alert web site 
on October 11, 2012.

For more information:
www.examiner.com/article/computational-assumption-proven-
faulty-as-evolutionary-basis.

-This news item is contributed by Alfredo Tirado-Ramos.
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Book Title: Multi-Disciplinary Virtual Prototype 
Modeling and Simulation Theory and Application
Authors: Bo Hu Li, Xudong Chai, and Baocun Hou 
(Beijing Simulation Center, Beijing, PR, China), and 
Xuefeng Yan (College of Information Science and 
Technology, Nanjing University of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics, PR China) 
Publisher: Nova Science Pub Inc (November 30, 2012) 
Book Description: The research of modeling and 
simulation has made great progress during the 

past few decades. A number of institutions and scholars from various 
domains have proposed different modeling theories and simulation 
technologies. Great variety and diversity tools and commercial software, 
which are mainly oriented to specific single-discipline, are rushing out 
and being applied in their own fields successfully. Multi-discipline virtual 
prototype has been applied in a wide range of engineering applications, 
especially the design, testing and evaluation of complex product. The 
growing complexity of the product and simulation system, as well as the 
user requirement, brings many challenges to modeling and simulation. 
This book examines the major theories and methods involved in modeling, 
simulation, optimization, evaluation and application of multi-discipline virtual 
prototype, based on component oriented thinking. 
-This news item is contributed by Bohu Li.

Title: Modeling seasonality in space-time infectious disease surveillance data 
Authors: Held L and Paul M
Publisher: Biometrical Journal, 2012 October 4. 
Abstract: Infectious disease data from surveillance systems are typically 
available as multivariate times series of disease counts in specific 
administrative geographical regions. Such databases are useful resources 
to infer temporal and spatiotemporal transmission parameters to better 
understand and predict disease spread. However, seasonal variation in 
disease notification is a common feature of surveillance data and needs to 
be taken into account appropriately. In this paper, we extend a time series 
model for spatiotemporal surveillance counts to incorporate seasonal 
variation in three distinct components. A simulation study confirms that the 
different types of seasonality are identifiable and that a predictive approach 
suggested for model selection performs well. Application to surveillance 
data on influenza in Southern Germany reveals a better model fit and 
improved one-step-ahead predictions if all three components allow for 
seasonal variation.
-This news item is contributed by Derek Gatherer.

Title: Intelligent human interface based on mental cloning-based software
Authors: Hamido Fujita, Jun Hakura, and Masaki Kurematu  
Publisher: Knowledge-Based Systems, 2009: 22(3): 216-234. 
The paper presents a model for software application equipped with 
cognitive features for human computer interaction (HCI). It models six 
emotional feature including fear, anger, joy, sadness, surprise, disgust 
in software. The software uses both speech recognition and facial 
expression processing to recognize the emotion. Read more:  
www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0950705108001937
-This news item is contributed by Omid Roozmand.

Publications
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other upCoMiNg CoNfereNCeS aNd eveNtS:

(Continued from Page 1)

SoCiety for ModeliNg aNd SiMulatioN  
upCoMiNg eveNtS:

as scientific, industrial, and business applications. 
SpringSim offers many ways to promote simulation 
products and to enhance corporate images. Scientists, 
engineers, managers, educators, and business 
professionals who develop or use simulation tools are 
invited to participate and present original papers. All 
accepted papers are published on the conference CD, 
by SCS in hard-copy and in ACM Digital Library.  
For more information, access:  
http://scs.org/springsim/2013

SCS Summer Simulation Multi-Con-
ference (SummerSim)  
The Fairmont Royal York, Toronto, ON, 
Canada: July 7-10, 2013 
The 2013 Summer Simulation Conference 
(SummerSim) is SCS’s premier international 
conference. The conference focuses on modeling 
and simulation, tools, theory, methodologies and 
applications and provides a forum for the latest R&D 
results in academia and industry. Take this opportunity 
to experience the tutorials, tracks and workshops that 
will be available. For more information, access: 
http://scs.org/summersim

-This news item is contributed by Yu Zhang.

European Conference on Modeling  
and Simulation 2013  
Aalesund University College, Alesund, Nor-
way: May 27th – 30th, 2013.
The European Conference on Modeling and Simulation 
(ECMS) is the international conference dedicated to 
help define the state of the art in the field. For several 
years, ECMS has proven to be an outstanding forum for 
researchers and practitioners from different fields involved 
in creating, defining and building innovative simulation 
systems, simulation and modeling tools and techniques, 
and novel applications for modeling and simulation.

ECMS’13 offers a variety of 16 different tracks and 
the Call for Paper can be downloaded at:  
www.scs-europe.net/conf/ecms2013/CFP_ECMS2013.pdf 

Deadline for the full paper submission is February 
15th, 2013.

More information about the conference can be 
found on the conference website at: www.scs-
europe.net/conf/ecms2013/index.html, and on the 
local website of Aalesund University College at: http://
ecms2013.hials.no.

-This news item is contributed by Flaminio Squazzoni  
and Abhijit Sengupta.
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News from SCS Networks
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T hroughout the current presidential 
contest, Americans have 

complained that a member of one party 
has behaved too much like a member 
of the other party. Some have asserted 
that, worse still, party X is behaving like 
party Y, its traditional ideological enemy. 
In a 2012 paper entitled, “Why do Social 
Democrats retrench the Welfare State? 
A simulation”, the authors examine 
the following seemingly paradoxical 
occurrence: put abstractly, (European) 
Social Democratic parties that are 
ideologically committed to maintaining or 
extending the welfare state sometimes 
enact policies that reduce the generosity 
of the welfare state even though this 
generally leads them to losses in the 
next election. 

According to Schumacher and Vis, in 
response to an economic downturn, 
party X can adopt one of three policy 

decision-strategies. First, there is the 
vote-seeking policy strategy: if the 
preference of the average voter – not 
just party X voters – has shifted since the 
previous election, then party X will shift 
its policy in that direction. If party X does 
not adopt the vote-seeking strategy, it 
may adopt the policy-seeking strategy: 
here, if voters for party X in the last 
election have shifted their preferences, 
then party X will shift its policy in the 
same direction as its voters. Or, party X 
may adopt the office-seeking strategy: 
if party X was in power in the previous 
election, it will maintain the policy it then 
held. 

Representing each political party as an 
agent, the authors use the programming 
language R to simulate the policy 
decisions of political parties under a 
variety of conditions. Using European 
economic and electoral data that they 

term realistic, the authors conclude 
from their simulation results that when 
economic conditions worsen:  a policy-
seeking strategy leads the party to reject 
retrenchment; a vote-seeking strategy 
leads the party to retrenchment when 
the average voter has shifted to the 
right; an office-seeking strategy also 
leads the party to retrenchment, but later 
than when the vote-seeking strategy 
is in place. Although these findings 
pertain to parliamentary democracies, 
some readers may wish to explore the 
usefulness of this approach for analyzing 
when and why, in the United States, 
Democrats might retrench the welfare 
state. 
 

For important details, see the 
Journal of Artificial Societies and 
Social Simulation 15 (3) 4, available at:  
http://jasss.soc.surrey.ac.uk/15/3/4.html.

-This news item is contributed by Roy Wilson.

why iS “My” politiCal party “aCtiNg like” that other oNe? 
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